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MOVING FROM GENERAL TO SPECIFIC
A general introduction of the topic is
usually followed by specific details and
examples.

Beauty in Common Things

Each different part of China has its
own special forms of traditional art. i
These usually try to show the things that are important in life, such as love, beauty
and family. The most common things, from paper to clay to bamboo, are turned
into objects of beauty.

According to Chinese history, sky lanterns were first used by
Zhuge Kongming. He sent them out to ask for help when in
trouble. Today, sky lanterns are used at festivals and other
celebrations. They are made of bamboo and covered with

paper. When the lanterns are lit, they slowly rise into the air ¢
like small hot-air balloons for all to see. They are seen as bright
symbols of happiness and good wishes.

Paper cutting has been around for over
1,500 years. Paper cutting sounds very easy but it can be difficult
to do. The paper, usually red, is folded before it is cut with scissors.
The most common pictures are flowers, animals, and things
about Chinese history. During the Spring Festival, they are put
on windows, doors and walls as symbols of wishes for good
luck and a happy new year.
g

% Chinese clay art is famous because 1

® T the clay pieces are so small but they look very real. The !
- | picces are usually cute children or lively characters from

| a Chinese fairy tale or historical story. The pieces are i
) | carefully shaped by hand from a very special kind of clay
and then allowed to air-dry. After drying, they are fired
ata very high heat. They are then polished and painted. It takes several weeks to
complete everything. These small pieces of clay art show the love that all Chinese |
people have for life and beauty.
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Step 1: Lead-in

T: What is your favorite art? Why?

S: I like music. Listening pop music makes me relaxed.

S: 1 like painting. It can help me to express myself.

T: Ok, do you know fork or traditional art?

S: Maybe paper cutting. I only know people put them in windows.

S: I know tea, because my father love tea.

T: What else?

CHEENUIE)

S: Umm.... sorry, I have no idea.

T: Show some pictures and ask them a question: Do you know what are
they?

Some students know, some students not

T: All of them are Chinese traditional art forms. Today, we are going fo a

passage about them.

Step 2: while-reading

Activity 1: 1st Reading—Find out the main idea of the passage.

Activity 2: 2nd Reading—Find out the structure of the passage.

Activity 3: 3rd reading— Guide students to understand what do traditional
Chinese art forms try to show?

Activity 4: Ask students to understand the title “Beauty in Common Things>
Activity S5: 4th reading— Guide students to build up mind maps of sky
lantern. paper cutting and Chinese clay to comb the passage.

Activity 6: Ask students to understand some expression of passive voice: be

made of/ from, be shaped by, be used by...

Step 3: post-reading
Activity 8: 2 students as a group. Please write and draw a traditional art
form you know. Then introduce it to us.
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Art forms:

Materials: It is made of
Uses: It is used at
Symbols: It is seen as

Picture

. J
GREGEF A, PRSI RR, B T WA En . )
Activity 9:

T: Ok, we have known some Chinese traditional art forms. Let’s discuss
the following questions:

Q1: Which art form would you like to learn? Why?

Q2: How to protect our Chinese traditional art forms?

% 5 srehihit, B ORI .

For question 1:

S:I’d like to learn the Chinese clay art, because I can have fun making some
cute characters by myself.

S: I want to learn sky lantern, because I can write down good wishes on sky
lantern.

For question 2:

S: We can share the beauty of traditional arts with people around us.
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T: Please guess what I am going to cut.

S1: I think you will cut &

S2: Maybe you cut the picture just like this in our books.

S3: You will cut “4&”

T: “#@”. It expresses good wishes.

T: What is my paper cutting made of?
S: It is made of a piece of red paper.

CRTFEE: DAEKFEY S AAGE, 1k W D T AR AL
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BARFALE-E.
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T: While watching, tell me what you saw in the video.
S4: I saw people paint on a egg.

S5: face changing.

S6: A lion is dancing.

S7: many kinds of kites.
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T: How can you find the structure quickly?

S8:emm...

S9: I think because of the first sentence.

T: According to the first sentence of each paragraph, it helps us find
the structure.
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Q1: What do traditional Chinese art forms try to show?
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Q2: Are these objects of beauty made of very special materials?

A B

Blcy Ianterng} Before: They were first wssdbr

Now:  They were used ot I

Uses

Symbols i T T T

| seen cs symocls of
T: We find some keywords. When we put keywords and topic sentence
together, we have a mind map. Mind map can help us remember the key
information in a paragraph or even in a passage.

CHIN BT ERI S, RS HE S M

T: retell paragraph 2.

Bky lanterng E ask for help in m‘:}mg”“
H festivals and celebrations
Uses |
Materials h":,.,
Symbols § T g wisnes
GREHEF 4, 51 S¥AEd

P B
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Q1: How long has paper cutting been around? (history)

Q2 : How to make a paper cutting? What is the step? (step)

Q3: What are the most common pictures of paper cutting? (picture)

Q4: Where will we put about paper cutting? (places)

Q5: What’s the meaning about paper cutting? (symbols)

S,
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2. BIFISKERKIEED
R H: BESEIY
3 students as a group. Make a mind map of paragraph4.
1. 1 information searcher: find out the key information.
2. 1 painter: Use different colors and pictures to draw the mind map.

3. I reporter: Retell paragraph 4 according to the group’s mind map.
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S: The Chines clay is made of clay, paper and wood. It looks small and
real. It is shaped by hand, fired, then polished and painted. It shows the
love and beauty.

(it Mt T, fEAMATHHTaIEE ], BRFEENEERE
71, BB R R GIERES . )
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T: Play a video about Kites, ask students to write a report to introduce

kites.
Kites were first used by . They are made of . Some kites are
painted with . The kites are seen as symbols of
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T: Please discuss how to create beauty with little acts.

Beauty comes from common things.

Beauty lies in little acts.

A smile, a hug, a helping hand.

Build up a beautiful world.  (FTRAEMCE F, k4R

(BT R B SR ORI P L2387 o ARG S5
B, BlEA AQBEEA TSR], SR L.
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We reinvent _____(art form) by combing _____ (traditional element)
with _____ (modem product). This meets _____ (group’s) need for

. Our slogan:*
(Bt i S B etk G R IR, FERIRT BT
B AEGUR SIUCESR, B aF S eG4, )
ek it
MRV BEAT 43 2 A E , “Necessary” /2 %4 A5 ¥, “Optional ”
R R IR T 56
Necessary: Choose a traditional art in your textbook, and retell the
passage according to mind maps to your friends or family.
Optional:  Search more information about traditional art on the Internet.

Write a passage about traditional from you like best.
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